FRIDAY 
November 24, 2017 


calls, listen 
OUTDOORS 


When the road 


150 YEARS 


TOP NEWS 


GUN-CHECK 
DATABASE 
PURGED 


New FBI change 
means some fugi- 
tives can now buy 
firearms. A2 


Repatriation 
for Rohingya? 
Myanmar, Bangla- 
desh cite “arrange- 
ment” but give no 
details. A3 


Rwanda may 
host migrants 
It offered to house 
some of the Afri- 
can migrants held 
in Libya. A3 


Union has 

tax question 
Who will benefit 
from plan: Work- 
ers or corporate 
shareholders? A4 


Recount set 
for Tuesday 
Race for Minne- 
apolis City Council 
was especially 
contentious. B1 
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Reliving 

Nazi horrors 
St. Louis Park 
woman helps 
build case against 
camp guards. B1 


Sports Center’s 
$250M dream 
Blaine complex, 
which opened in 
1990, wants to stay 
competitive. B1 
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Minnetonka 
ready for bowl 
Coach Dave Nelson 
has led a culture 
change for the 
Skippers. C16 


Gophers about 
to get tested 
Pitino braces team 
for some tough 
matchups ahead. C1 


BUSINESS 


Markets closed 
for the holiday 
Catch up on the 
latest news in Sat- 
urday’s Business 
section. 
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‘Sister Act’ 
inspires bonds 
Actors in Chanhas- 
sen’s hit show find 
ties that bind on 
stage and off. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 
Facebook will roll 
outa tool to help 
you find out if you 
fell prey to Russia's 
misinformation 
campaign. A6 
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Mild for November, 
but moist. B6 


Franken won't step down 


Senator vows to work hard to regain trust and apologizes anew. 


By JENNIFER BROOKS 
jennifer.brooks@startribune.com 


WASHINGTON - Sen. Al Fran- 
ken plans to stay in the U.S. Sen- 
ate and try to win back Minne- 
sotans’ trust. 

The Minnesota Democrat, 
who has been accused by four 
women — two of them anon- 
ymously — of inappropriate 
contact, issued a Thanksgiving 
afternoon apology and pledge. 
He wrote that he “feels terribly 
that ’'ve made some women 
feel badly.” He called himself “a 


warm person” who likes to hug 
people when they’re being pho- 
tographed with him, but clearly, 
his embrace “crossed a line for 
some women.” 

Although his statement did 
not directly address the ques- 
tion of whether he might resign, 
he vowed to move ahead with an 
effort to regain the trust of his 
constituents. A spokesman for 
Franken said Thursday that the 
senator has no plans to resign. 

The accusations, which have 
left Franken facing a Senate eth- 
ics investigation, have touched 


off a fierce debate among his 
progressive supporters over 
what level of sexual misconduct 
should force a politician with a 
record of support for women’s 

rights to resign from office. 
“Because he happens to be a 
good guy on some other issues, 
people are confused,” said Erin 
Vilardi, head of VoteRunLead, a 
national group that aims to elect 
more women to public office. 
It held a national convention in 

Minneapolis last weekend. 
Vilardi spoke after the first 
See FRANKEN on A6 > 


‘Tve learned from recent 
stories that in some of those 
encounters, I crossed a line 
for some women — and 
Iknow that any number 
is too many.” 


Sen. Al Franken’s statement 


LET THE SHOPPING BEGIN 


Cousins Dianna, left, and Eleanor Lenz rode (along with a 50-inch flat screen TV) as Dianna’s mom, Sarah Lenz, pushed. 


Despite popularity of online sales, many stores were packed 


By KAVITA KUMAR ° kavita.kumar@startribune.com 


While Black Friday may have lost some of its frenzy of 
years past, it is far from dead, judging by the hundreds of shop- 
pers who swarmed through Twin Cities store aisles when 
doors opened as the sun went down Thanksgiving night. 

Asthe crowd grew to hundreds outside the Best Buy store 
at Ridgedale in Minnetonka, with the line snaking around 
the parking lot, CEO Hubert Joly said that while earlier sales 
and online sales have spread out some of the shopping, Black 


Friday is still a big deal. 


“Black Friday is still a huge, huge event,” he said. “It 
remains one of the biggest days of the year.” 

It’s also become an even bigger day for online sales now 
that consumers have caught on to the fact that retailers put 
most of their doorbuster deals online earlier in the day, if 


not days in advance. 


Some retailers, including Best Buy, had trouble handling 
the crush of traffic on their websites as their deals went 
live after midnight. Some shoppers initially complained on 
social media about having trouble checking out on Bestbuy. 
com, but there weren’t any major issues as the day went on. 

For Target, products such as the Apple Watch, iPads, 
PlayStation 4, Nintendo Switch and Dyson vacuums were 


See SHOPPING on A6> 


Photos by JEFF WHEELER - jeff:wheeler@startribune.com 
Chelsea McAlexander secured a game-filled holiday for 
her family during an outing at Ridgedale’s Best Buy. 


20% 31% 48% 
Americans who Avoiding Expected to 
planned to shop shopping this shop on Cyber 

Thursday weekend Monday 


Mpls. police trying to rewire officers’ behavior 


By LIBOR JANY 
libor.jany@startribune.com 


Minneapolis deputy police 
chief Art Knight still talks 
about the time he and his 
grandfather got a tongue- 
lashing from a white cop for 
the “crime” of being black and 
walking into a general store in 
1960s Mississippi. 


“Boy, what’s your ass doing 
here?” the officer snarled at 
his grandfather, before boot- 
ing them out. 

Years later, after he became 
apolice officer himself, Knight 
was driving to the funeral of a 
relative when he was pulled 
over by a state trooper. As the 
white trooper walked up to his 
window, Knight braced for a 


confrontation. 

“I just assumed that he 
was going to be like that cop 
that talked to my grandfather 
that way,” he said. The officer 
instead sent him on his way 
with no ticket. “I think about 
that — I’m a cop and I feel that 
way.” 

His audience on a recent 
morning was 22 cadets in a 


classroom filled with motiva- 
tional posters at Minneapolis’ 
police training facility. 

Knight said his point was 
this: In dealing with police 
or the courts, people tend to 
remember the little things. Was 
the officer polite to them? Were 
they treated fairly? Did they 
feel like they were heard? 

See POLICE on A7> 


Flynn, it 
appears, 
is helping 
Mueller 


Ina telling sign, ex-adviser 
is no longer cooperating 
with Trump’s legal team. 


By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT, 
MATT APUZZO and MAGGIE 
HABERMAN « New York Times 


WASHINGTON - Lawyers for 
Michael Flynn, President Don- 
ald Trump’s former national 
security adviser, notified the 
president’s legal team in recent 
days that they could no longer 
discuss the special counsel’s 
investigation, according to four 
people involved in the case, an 
indication that Flynn is cooper- 
ating with prosecutors or nego- 
tiating a deal. 

Flynn’s lawyers had been 
sharing information with 
Trump’s lawyers about the 
investigation by the special 
counsel, Robert Mueller, who 
is examining whether anyone 
around Trump was involved in 
Russian efforts to undermine 
Hillary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign. 

That agreement has been ter- 
minated, the four people said. 
Defense lawyers frequently 
share information during inves- 
tigations, but they must stop 
when doing so would pose a 
conflict of interest. It is unethi- 
cal for lawyers to work together 
when one client is cooperating 
with prosecutors and another is 
still under investigation. 

The notification alone 
does not prove that Flynn is 
cooperating with Mueller. 
Some lawyers withdraw from 

See FLYNN on A7> 


Lawyers for Michael Flynn, right, 
are no longer keeping the presi- 
dent’s legal team informed on 
Robert Mueller’s investigation. 


United Way 
rethinks big 
campaigns 


Younger donors prefer 
to target giving to causes. 


By SHANNON PRATHER 
shannon.prather@startribune.com 


Steph Moores used to chip in 
$10 a month for her company’s 
annual United Way campaign. 
Then she joined a United Way 
donor community group to help 
homeless LGBTQ youth, and 
she supersized her monthly 
giving to $250. 

“This is so near and dear to 
my heart. This is a personal pas- 
sion,” said Moores, a 3M Co. 
employee. 

The Greater Twin Cit- 
ies United Way, in an effort 
to reverse recent fundrais- 
ing shortfalls and become less 
dependent on the check-the- 
box workplace giving cam- 
paigns that became its trade- 
mark, is turning to different 
and creative methods to attract 
anew generation of donors like 
Moores who want more control 
over their giving. 

Those methods include 

See UNITED WAY on A10 > 
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